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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 178039 
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TAGS: SHUM, PINT, PA 

SUBJECT: TEXT OF AIDE-MEMOIRE GIVEN TO AMBASSADOR 
LOPEZ ESCOBAR. 

REF: STATE 175686 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE AIDE-MEMOIRE GIVEN TO 
AMBASSADOR LOPEZ ESCOBAR LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF JULY 
13. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. THE DEPARTMENT CONFIRMS THE REPRESENTA- 
TION MADE TO AMBASSADOR LOPEZ ESCOBAR ON JULY 12, 1978, 

ON THE LAINO AFFAIR. 

WE DEPLORE THE OFFICIAL ABDUCTION AND THE REPORTS OF 
MISTREATMENT OF MR. LAINO. THE INITIAL REFUSAL BY 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS DETENTION 
FURTHER EXACERBATED THE AFFAIR. THE FACT THAT HE WAS 
ARRESTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER RETURNING FROM THE UNITED 
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STATES SUGGESTS THAT HIS STATEMENTS HERE WERE THE CAUSE 
OF HIS ARREST. IT HAS LEFT THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 

ACTION WAS TAKEN AGAINST MR. LAINO AS A DELIBERATE 
RESPONSE TO HIS HAVING MET WITH AMERICAN OFFICIALS WHILE 
HERE. WE VIEW THE INCIDENT AS PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE 
AS IT MARKS A BREAK IN THE GENERALLY IMPROVING PATTERN 
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OF HUMAN RIGHTS BEHAVIOR IN PARAGUAY. SUCH ACTS CALL 
INTO QUESTION THE ABILITY OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO HAVE 
A COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PARAGUAYAN GOVERN- 
MENT. 

WE APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT DR. FRANCISCO DE VARGAS, 

WHO WAS ARRESTED AT THE SAME TIME, WAS FREED ON JULY 10, 

AND WE WOULD HOPE THAT MRS. LAINO WILL HAVE ACCESS TO HER 
HUSBAND DURING HIS DETENTION. 

PENDING DISPOSITION OF ANY JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION OF MR. 

LAINO, WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PARAGUAY 
IS ABLE TO FIND A WAY TO FACILITATE HIS PROMPT RELEASE 
SO THAT THIS INCIDENT CAN BE VIEWED AS AN ABERRATION IN 
AN IMPROVING PATTERN OF HUMAN RIGHTS. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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